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Abstracts
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Free Market, Natural Disasters, Climate Change, and the Wokou #&5& in Yuan China
BHE™S - BAXKEEREZE | TREERERE

MA Guang %
The School of History and Culture, Shandong University
LLIERREE FE S ARERR

Former scholars have focused almost exclusively on the Wokou during the late Ming dynasty Hf
(1368-1644), but pay little attention to the serious Wokou problem during the Yuan dynasty 7T
(1271-1368). As early as 1309 Wokou began to raid China, the Yuan government did not close its
door and permitted Japanese merchants to conduct trade along the coasts of China freely. In the
following years, the coasts of Zhenjiang #riL, Fujian #&%%, and even north China, areas such as
Shandong LLI*f and Liaodong &%, were frequently raided by the Wokou. It shows that Wokou
were not necessarily related to whether there was a maritime trade prohibition or not. The causes of
these Wokou raids are very complicated, and we need to analyze them from a broader East Asian
perspective. The traditional explanations are a politically unstable situation and turmoil in Japan,
and weaknesses in the coastal defences in Korea and China. Other crucial factors also inlcude
various natural disasters such as droughts, typhoons, epidemics, pestilence and inundations,
possibly including the climate changes leading up to the Little Ice Age. These causes have to be
taken seriously, in particular, the climate changes.

Keywords: Wokou, Yuan China, climate change, natural disasters, maritime trade
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From Pirate to Maritime Lord: The Zheng Maritime Family Re-examined

James K. CHIN 5T
School for Silk Roads Studies, Jinan University
B RS 21 40454 2 P E

Throughout its history, Fujian on the Southeast coast of China has stood out from imperial China in
many respects, the clandestine maritime trade and piracy activities in particular. The people of
south Fujian (better known as Hokkiens) had to rely on the sea for subsistence, which in turn not
only fostered the extraordinary seafaring spirit of the Hokkiens, but also promoted the formation of
an institutionalized Hokkien maritime trade network and a number of sojourning communities
overseas. A typical and interesting case in point is the history of a Hokkien maritime empire in
seventeenth-century maritime Asia headed by the Zheng family from a coastal town of south
Fujian. Through the efforts of Zheng Zhilong, an influential private maritime merchant-cum-pirate
on the south China coast, a small Hokkien family business gradually grew into an influential sea
bandit group with different Chinese pirate groups being subdued and annexed, and finally it
became the first and foremost maritime empire in the Greater China Seas in the 1640s, when Zheng
Chenggong took over the leadership from his father. A complex hierarchical organisation was
designed and formed in this Hokkien maritime empire, which possessed a formidable armed forces
consisted of more than 410,000 soldiers and 5,000 vessels. Each year a large number of junks
under the Zheng family were despatched to trade at emporia of maritime Asia and a close
commercial relationship was established between the Zheng family based on the Taiwan Island and
local regimes or European companies in Cochin-China, Siam, Cambodia, Patani, Johore, Nagasaki,
Manila, Malacca and Batavia. The Zheng maritime empire actually controlled China’s maritime
trade for more than 15 years during the mid 17™ century when the Qing court prohibited the
maritime trade and traffic of China. Based mainly on the imperial Chinese archival records and
contemporary private writings, this article examines the rise and fall of a well-known Hokkien
family maritime empire with a focus on its early piracy activities, the institutionalized organisations
and maritime trade while discussing the institutionalization and its implications to the formation of

a maritime empire, if not an embryonic state, in the Greater China Seas.



A Study on the Occurrence and Evolution of Shandong Pirates in Ming Dynasty

Hongjuan ZHAO #4545
Advanced Institute of Confucian Studies, Shandong University [[[88 A2 (FEE = SE1T55

o

From the late Yuan Dynasty to the entire Ming Dynasty, China has always been in the
risk of Japanese pirates. As the main gateway to China's northern traffic, Shandong Peninsula is the
pirates’ first intrusion region. After the Yuan Dynasty, the main goal of piracy turned to the
southeast coastal area gradually, however, the land of Shandong is still intermittent, which caused
great harm to life and property of the people in Shandong coastal areas and it even affected the
entire social and economic development of Shandong. This article will discuss the history of
Shandong pirates including the reasons for the pirates’ appearance and defeated, and the hazards
they made to the local people.

The history of Shandong pirates can be divided into three periods, the first period is
from the end of the Yuan Dynasty to the beginning of the Ming Dynasty (the seven years of the
Hongwu’s reign), which is the pirates’ rampant time. In this period, the pirates of the coastal invade
Shandong in a wider range of harassment once a year. From the eight years to twenty one years of
the Hongwu reign, the pirates in Shandong once disappeared for more than ten years. Nevertheless,
since the Hongwu twenty-two years the pirates came back again, and until the orthodox period, the
Shandong coast become one of the goals of pirates looting once again. However, because the local
military and civilian defense was very strict and the invaded pirates were exterminated or escape,
during this period, the pirates’ invasion to Shandong is not frequent with an average of about seven
years or so. Therefore, Shandong pirates can be called "intermittent looting™ period.

During the Jiajing period, the southeast coastal areas of the pirates rampant widely, and
Shandong did not leave many records of the pirate of this period, however, until the end of Jiajing,
with the siege of pirate war in full swing, pirates in Zhejiang, Fujian and other places were difficult
to gain a foothold, so some pirates who rushed around came back to Shandong and Jiangsu coastal
once again. However, because the number of pirates is so small during this period and they were
quickly defeated or exterminated, and them this period is called "pirate rushing around" period.

There are three main reasons for Shandong pirates’ appearance and extermination.
First, at the end of the Yuan Dynasty, Shandong has become the first target of pirates is due to its
geographical location. Second, since Hongwu eight years to twenty one years, the reason why the
pirates’ extinct in Shandong coastal, it is should first be attributed to the Ming government's Royal
House and coastal defense measures. Third, the target transfer of the pirate harassment during this

period is also closely related to the crisis of the ruling dynasty of Korea on the Korean Peninsula.



After Hongwu twenty years, the pirates’ resurgence in the Shandong coastal areas did have some
connections with the establishment of Li's North Korea policy changes before and after. In response
to the resurrection of the House Kou, the Ming government to further strengthen the coastal areas
of Shandong defense. In response to the resurrection of the pirates in later time, the reason is that

the Ming government strengthen Shandong coastal areas defense greatly.
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CHEN Yu-hsiang [#5F

Department of History, National Cheng Kung University
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From the Mediterranean to the Indian Ocean: Muslim Corsairs and the Ottoman
Navy in the Fifteenth and the Sixteenth Centuries

EBRIENER - +8 - T EEEEERFEMERNEFEIEE

KW FUNG s
HKU-Shenzhen Institute of Research and Innovation, University of Hong Kong; Hong Kong Institute
for the Humanities and Social Sciences (Incorporating the Centre of Asian Studies),
University of Hong Kong

EABRE FYIT7Ehe ~ BERE BB SGEEWTERT

From the mid-fifteenth to the late-sixteenth centuries, the Ottoman Empire tried to sustain her
intercontinental shipping by restructuring Islamic trade across the Mediterranean, the Indian Ocean
and the South China Sea. The Empire divided the trade zones into four districts: (1) Algiers and
Istanbul; (2) Aden and Hormuz; (3) Cambay and Calicut; and (4) Malacca and Canton / Quanzhou.
This paper will discuss the privateering of Ottoman seafarers Kemal Reis (1451-1511), PirtReis (b.
1465-1470 and d. 1553) and Hayreddin Barbarossa (c. 1478-1546) as well as their later lives as
admirals in the Ottoman Navy to sail in the Mediterranean and the Indian Ocean.
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Portuguese Response and Treatment on Three Times of Chinese Pirate Riots during
Early Opining of Macao (1564-1580)

BPFIEZ ) (1564-1580 ) AEF A =RPEBEFR SN0V EL A EIE

TANG Kaijian J558%
Department of History, Faculty of Social Science, University of Macao
HAFTREE 1 ERIEEER S £

When Macao became a settlement of the Portuguese, a high tide of rampant piracy emerged around
the costal of Guangdong Province. Out of consideration for various factors, the Portuguese often
took the initiative to assist Ming dynasty to wipe out pirates. This article will research on three
times of Chinese pirate riots which emerged in the reign of Jiajing, Longqging and Wanli in Ming
dynasty, which were mutiny in Zhelin in 1564, the rebellion of Zeng Yiben in 1568-69, the
rebellion of Lin Daogian in 1580. Through the research and analysis, we may safely find out the
purpose of these military actions launched by Portuguese: in addition to securing its own security,
these acts also followed the consistent policy orientation, which is, obtaining permanent residency
by way of pleasing the Ming dynasty.

Key words: Macao; Portuguese; mutiny in Zhelin; Zeng Yiben; Lin Daogian
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ZHANG Ya Juan 5EHE4E
School of Humanities, Zhejiang Gongshang University #7, T T pg A A SCERRE
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The South-East China Coast Investigation Commission of 1930: Reflections on
smuggling and piracy from an intrepid Customs Officer

1930 FHEREGERAEZSE | PEISARBIAHELRBEFTHNEETF

Donna BRUNERO i5HE4;
Department of History at the National University of Singapore 73717 A2 FES: £

While largely forgotten in the present day, the South-East China Coast Investigation Commission
(1930) was launched as a result of the events of the 1920s and 1930s, which included the rise of
anti-foreign movements, trade boycotts and the threat by the Guomindang to increase tariffs. An
initiative of the Chinese Maritime Customs Service (MCS), this investigation placed a Customs
Commissioner, Hayley-Bell, to perform a two-month reconnaissance of the South China coast and
riverine network in order to get to heart of the piracy problem in Chinese waters and to make a case
for exerting greater control over the waters closest to Hong Kong. However, the outcome of the
Commission was rather controversial as not all parties involved, such as the British authorities in
Hong Kong, were convinced of the magnitude and urgency of the piracy problem. This led to the
Commission being mired in the politics between the MCS and the Hong Kong authorities over who
was best able to ensure maritime safety. This paper takes a closer reading of this relatively
under-studied commission by examining Hayley-Bell’s day-to-day reconnaissance to discern how
piracy and smuggling along the China coast was understood from a personal and institutional
perspective. The end result of this commission was inconclusive, but provides a fascinating
glimpse into an attempt to record the maritime travails of the South-east China coast during a time
of great change.
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